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profane: the popular excitement rose almost
to the height of insurrection; and Constan-
tinople was torn asunder by religious factious
as furious as those which had tormented Jeru-
salem in her last agony. It was on this occasion
that the first minister of the Empire declared
that he would rather see the turban of Mahomet
in Constantinople than the Cardinal hat He
had his wish.

The events of that terrible siege can never
bo forgotten by a sojourner at Constantinople,
Every thing that ho SCCB and hears is a memo-
rial of it? and the spot is still pointed out dose
to the widest breach in the wall, on which the
heroic Constantino was seen last before his
death. Never, perhaps, was so unequal a battle
so long and so dirofully contested; and at the
last it seoms probable that Mahomet would have
been repulsed by>thoso mighty bastions, had
ho not resorted to an expedient almost "without
precedent in the atpals of war* Finding that
succcis was not to be hoped for except through a
double attack by sea and land,, and unable to